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SIR,
Pdetts HAVE often thought, that there is no Kind of
# Learning or Study which is more worthy our Ap-
plication, or proves more inftruftive and enter-’
taining to the Student, than that of Hiftory. Be-
fides the Addition it makes to our Knowlege, it
has aio a Tendency, if we have any Regard for
for.cfl Fame and Reputation, to infpire us with a noble Etteem
f Virtue, and a jult Contempt of Vice ; hence naturally will a-
Ffe an Ambition 10 imisare the firit, and fhun the latter. = This
il parricularly hold true in ligh Charaders, who, by their
ftation and Sphere of Attion, ingrofs the greatelt Part of Hil-
bry to themielves: he Conduét and Behaviour of their Ancef-
b2 1= liere jultly delineated, and expoted to their View, bs it
0o i or bad: 1t a noble Set of Aétions fhine confpicuous in"the
3 2o cs of ther immediate Predeceffors, thefe muft animarte
B e fo belave worthy of their Origin, that they may not prove
e conerate Branches of fo excellent a Stock. ror the higher
the station of the Perfon, the more conipicuous are his Virtues
End Vices; the Luitre of a Star or Corouct is fo far from com-
aling a wicked, mean, or fervile Part, that it places it in the
flcareit and moit open Point of View. Thne mott profligate
Y ‘retch in Deing, will wacitly admire a great and virtuous Cha-
Qer; and even the Villain, who fees his Villainy deteied,
d piftured out in Hiftory, cannot forbear condemning, in the
ortraiture, his own hafe Aftions and Conduét: The Love of
.o Fome, fo natural to Mankind, will make fuch a Perfon de-
e, at leaft, to reform his Life, if he has any Sparks of Virtue
etc in him ; whatever {pecious Arguments he may ufé to per-
Keade himlell; 74 ¢ ir is nething to bim awhat Men fay or write
o himy ftcr be is dead, and biyond the Reach of Malice and
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gnuiement, as it difpiays an agreeable, and almoit infinite, Vari-
ety of Incidents; defiribes the various Changes and Viciffitudes
bf Fortune, with the caufes from which they flow ; and exhibits
e feveral Characers and Scenes of human Life. It is, in
Bhort, a great 3tep, by which we may attain to a competent
K owle e of Mankind; a Knowlege {o neceflary and ufeful in
iLife, t&at_ a]i Science and Learning without it, appears pedan:
ic, in. ‘_%uthant, and vain. )

In "Hiftory we are prefented with a View of moft of thofe
paralle]l Circunittances, in which we can poflibly be engaged ;
and as 16 exhipits Pacterns for our lmitation, oyt debvers Wi-

Historv anfwers thefe two Purpofes of Infruftion and A-
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reftions for our Condué@. Probably a Man is more or lefs ford
of Hiftorical Reading, according to the Degrees of Virtue er
Vice he poffeffes. It is moft certain, that a Villain can never
be pleafed to fee himfelf upbraided, and put to the Blufh, in e-
very Page; every Sketch of his own deformed Characier, in
the Perton of another, fuch as he, muft give an Alarm to his
Confcience, and excite monftrous Ideas of his own Bafenefs and
Depravity. On the contrary, what a noble and rauonal Feaft
mutt it be to a good Man, to find himfelf clafied with the
Friends of Liserty, Honour, and Trath! Can he, without Emo-
tion and Tranfport, regard thofe antient Hero-s, who fought all
Opportunities to promote the public Good, whofe whole Life
was a Train of great and benevolent Aétions, and whofe gene-
rous and noble Sentiments made them even give up their Lives
for their Country ? Who can hear of Codrzs making a voluntary
Sacrifice of himfelf, withoat Wonder and Surprize? Can tng¢
Decié, thofe heredi Deliverers of their Country, be fuffici-
ently admired? Is not the Charaéter of Timoleon an admirable
and engaging Piftare? Is not the Life and glorious Ations of
the undaunted Leonidas, an unparallel'd Inflance of public Vir-
tue? How little, when compared with thefe, appeinthe Cha-
ra@ers of 2’ Cataline and Czfar, bafely endeavouring to fatisfy
their boundlefs and #icked Ambition, by infringing and deftroy-

ing the Libertics of a free People ? How furRrizmg then is it to

fird {o many followinfg the fame Courfe of Villainy, which has
ruined Thoutands before them ? Since we muft approve a good
Charaéter or Aftion, is it not much more natural to at upon

that Charatter, or that Set of Adtions; than to be guilty of .

what we condemf in others? -

I 1macine that if young People were put upon a right Me-
thod of reading Hiftory, it might be of fingular Advartage to
them, in the Conduact of their future A&ions: The Knowlege,
of Hiftory does not at all confift in charging one’s Memory with
a Rabble of &r~s, Names, and Events; a young Man who
hears himfelf applauded f r theie, and can by the Force of Me-

, bear a saare in the Hiftorical Part of any Conver{ation,
may poflibly think himfelf an able and expert Hiftorian: But
to know Hiflory truly, is #o énmw Munkind, which is indeed the
Subject-Matcer of 1t; it is # fut{y the Motiwes, Opinions, and
Paffions of Mrnkind ; and carefully to obferve how they operate
upon their various Tempers and Difpofitions; and to dia v ufe-
ful and.inftru&ive Conclufions from theje Obfervatiors, Young
and tender Munds fhould be taught to fall in Love with amiable
Charatters, ana habitually trained to aét a parallel Part them-
felves, 1f ever they fhall happen
cumitances. This alone rendaers
ing at the fame Timg. |

to be placed in the fame Cir-
Hiftory inftralling and divert-
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